
1 Rabbi Mendel Cohen – Abraham class  
 

Abraham’s Discovery of G-d, and a coin minted in his honour 

 

Timeline of Abraham 

-1813 1948 Abraham (son of Terah) was born  

-1803 1958 Sarah (daughter of Haran) was born  

-1788 1973 Abraham married Sarah  

-1765 1996 Dispersion from Babel after building the tower  

-1761 2000 Terah left Ur Kasdim with his family 

-1755 2006 Noah died 

-1743 2018 The covenant (Brit Bein Habetarim) with Abraham 

-1738 2023 Abraham settled in Canaan 

-1727 2034 Ishmael (son of Abraham) was born  

-1713 2048 Abraham circumcised himself and Ishmael 

 

Recognising G-d. 

 

1. Midrash quoted by the Rosh 

The generation of Enosh approached him and asked, “What is the name of your father?” to which he 
responded, “Seth.” “The name of your grandfather?” “Adam.” “And what was Adam’s father’s 
name?” they asked. “He had no father,” Enosh explained. “G-d created his form from the earth and 
then blew into his nostrils a living soul.” 

They said to Enosh, “Demonstrate how it was done.” 

Enosh then took a handful of dirt and formed the image of a man, and the evil spirit entered into his 
nostrils and he became alive. The people declared this being as their god, and they believed in it. 

 

2. Rambam, Avodah Zara, 1, 1-2 

During the times of Enosh, mankind made a great mistake, and the wise men of that generation 
gave thoughtless counsel. Enosh himself was one of those who erred. Their mistake was as follows: 
They said God created stars and spheres with which to control the world. He placed them on high 
and treated them with honor, making them servants who minister before Him. Accordingly, it is 
fitting to praise and glorify them and to treat them with honor. They perceived this to be the will of 
God, blessed be He, that they magnify and honor those whom He magnified and honored, just as a 
king desires that the servants who stand before him be honored. Indeed, doing so is an expression 
of honor to the king. 

After conceiving of this notion, they began to construct temples to the stars and offer sacrifices to 
them. They would praise and glorify them with words, and prostrate themselves before them, 
because by doing so, they would — according to their false conception — be fulfilling the will of 
God. 
This was the essence of the worship of false gods, and this was the rationale of those who 
worshiped them. They would not say that there is no other god except for this star. 

After many years passed, there arose people — false prophets — who told the people that God had 
commanded them to say: Serve this star — or all the stars — sacrifice to it, offer libations to it, build 
a temple for it and make an image of it so that all people — including the women, the children, and 
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the common people — could bow to it. He would inform them of a form that he had conceived, and 
tell them that this is the image of the particular star, claiming that this was revealed to him in a 
prophetic vision. 

In this manner, the people began to make images in temples, under trees, and on the tops of 
mountains and hills. People would gather together and bow down to them and the false prophets 
would say: This image is the source of benefit or harm. It is appropriate to serve it and fear it. Their 
priests would tell them: This service will enable you to multiply and be successful. Do this and this, 
or do not do this or this. Subsequently, other deceivers arose and declared that a specific star, 
sphere, or angel had spoken to them and commanded them: Serve me in this manner. He would 
then relate a mode of service telling them: Do this, do not do this. 

Thus, these practices spread throughout the world. People would serve images with strange 
practices — one more distorted than the other — offer sacrifices to them, and bow down to them. 
As the years passed, God’s glorious and awesome name was forgotten by the entire population. It 
was no longer part of their speech or thought, and they no longer knew Him. Thus, all the common 
people, the women, and the children would know only the image of wood or stone and the temples 
of stone to which they were trained from their childhood to bow down and serve, and in whose 
name they swore… The Eternal Rock was not recognized or known by anyone in the world, with the 
exception of a few individuals: for example, Chanoch, Metushelach, Noach, Shem, and Ever. The 
world continued in this fashion until the pillar of the world — the Patriarch Abraham — was born. 

 

3. Midrash 38: 13 

“Haran died in the presence of Teraḥ his father in the land of his birth, in Ur of the Chaldeans” 
(Genesis 11:28).  
“Haran died during the lifetime of Teraḥ his father” – Rabbi Ḥiyya grandson of Rav Ada of Yafo: Teraḥ 
was an idol worshipper [and a seller of idols]. One time, he went away to some place, and he 
installed Abraham as salesman in his stead. A person would come seeking to buy. He [Abraham] 
would say to him: ‘How old are you?’ He would say to him: ‘Fifty or sixty years old.’ He would say to 
him: ‘Woe to this man who is sixty years old and seeks to prostrate himself before something that is 
one day old.’ He would be ashamed and leave. One time, a certain woman came, carrying a dish of 
fine flour in her hand. She said to him: ‘Here, offer it before them.’ He arose, took a club in his hand, 
shattered all the idols, and placed the club in the hand of the largest among them. When his father 
came, he said to him: ‘Who did this to them?’ He said to him: ‘I will not lie to you, a certain woman 
came, carrying a dish of fine flour in her hand. She said to me: Here, offer it before them. I offered it 
before them. This one [idol] said: I shall eat first, and another one said: I shall eat first. This big idol, 
who was standing among them, got up and took the club and shattered them.’ He [Teraḥ] said to 
him: ‘What, are you mocking me? Are they sentient at all?’ He said to him: ‘Do your ears not hear 
what your mouth is saying?’ 

 

Aged 3, 40, 48, 50…. 

 

4. Pesikta Rabbati 21:1 

..“‘Anochi’ — the letter Alef (א) — this refers to Abraham our forefather, as it is said: ‘Abraham was 
one’ (Ezekiel 33:24).  The letter Nun ( נ) [has the value of] fifty — for at the age of fifty Abraham 
recognized his Creator. 

Rabbi Ḥanina and Rabbi Yoḥanan both said: At the age of forty-eight years Abraham recognized his 
Creator. 

https://www.sefaria.org/Pesikta_Rabbati.21.1
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Reish Lakish said: At the age of three years, as it is written, ‘Because (עקב) Abraham obeyed My 
voice…’ (Genesis 26:5) — [the word] ‘Ekev’ (עקב) has [the numerical value or number of letters] 
three.”. 

 

5. Rambam, Avodah Zara, 1, 1-3 

After this mighty man was weaned, he began to explore and think. Though he was still a child, he 
pondered constantly, day and night, wondering: 
How is it possible for the sphere of the heavens to continue revolving without anyone controlling it? 
Who is causing it to revolve? Surely, it cannot revolve by itself. 

He had no teacher, nor was there anyone to instruct him. He lived in Ur Kasdim among foolish 
idolaters. His father, mother, and all the people around him were idol worshipers, and he too would 
worship with them. 

However, his heart was searching and gaining understanding. In time, he discovered the way of 
truth and understood the path of righteousness through his own keen insight. He realized that there 
is one God who controls the heavens, who created everything, and that there is no other god 
among all the beings of creation. He understood that the whole world was mistaken, that their error 
lay in serving the stars and images, which caused them to lose awareness of the truth. 

Abraham was forty years old when he came to recognize his Creator. Once he knew and understood 
Him, he began to reason with the people of Ur Kasdim and debate with them, telling them that 
their ways were false. He broke their idols and began to teach that it is proper to serve only the God 
of the world — to bow down, sacrifice, and offer to Him alone, so that future generations would 
know the true God. Conversely, he taught that it is right to destroy and abolish idols, so that people 
would not be misled into believing that there are other gods. 

When Abraham’s arguments prevailed, the king sought to kill him. He was saved through a miracle 
and fled to Charan. 

There, he began to proclaim publicly to all people that there is one God who rules over the entire 
world and that it is proper to serve Him. He traveled from city to city and from country to country, 
calling upon people to recognize the Creator. Eventually, he came to the land of Canaan, continuing 
to proclaim God’s existence, as it is stated: “And he called there in the name of the Lord, the eternal 
God.” 

When people gathered around him and asked about his teachings, he explained the truth to each 
person according to their level of understanding until they accepted his message. Ultimately, 
thousands and myriads of followers gathered around him — the men of the house of Abraham. He 
instilled in their hearts this great fundamental belief, composed writings about it, and taught it to 
his son Isaac. 

 

 

6. Hasagot HaRa'avad on Mishneh Torah, Foreign Worship and Customs of the Nations 1:3:1 

(1)And when Abraham was forty years old etc. There is an Agadah (folktale) that he was three 
years old, *This is no criticism at all, as Maimonides herein outlines that Abraham commenced 
thinking of God as soon as he was weaned; at forty he had mastered the subject and commenced 
proclaiming it to the world. C.G. 
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Minted Coin 

7. Bereshit Rabbah 39:11 

“I will make you a great nation, I will bless you [vaavarekhekha], I will render your name great, 
and you shall be a blessing” (Genesis 12:2). There are four people whose images appeared on coins 
that circulated in the world. Abraham – “I will make you a great nation” – his image circulated on 
coins. What was the image on his coins? It was an elderly man and an elderly woman on one side, 
and a young man and a maiden on the other side. 

 

8. Bava Kamma 97b:8 

...The Sages taught: What is the coin of ancient Jerusalem? The names David and Solomon were 
inscribed on one side, and Jerusalem the Holy City was on the other side. And what is the coin of 
Abraham our forefather? An old man and an old woman, representing Abraham and Sarah, were 
inscribed on one side, and a young man and a young woman, representing Isaac and Rebecca, were 
on the other side. 

 

9. Tosafot on Bava Kamma 97b:8:1 

However, it appears that it did not literally have the image of an old couple and a young couple, 
since it is forbidden to make human images. Rather, it was written on the coin: on one side the 
words “old man and old woman,” and on the other side “young man and maiden.” 

The commentary (Rashi’s Kuntrus) similarly explains this in reference to the coins of David, 
Solomon, and Jerusalem the Holy City — that so it was written on their coins, not pictured. 

 

10. Matnot Kehunah on Bereshit Rabbah 39:11:15 

“A young man and a young woman.” 

Rashi explains (in Perek HaGozel): this was a hint to Isaac and Rebecca — and perhaps the coin was 
issued after they were born, or else before, in which case it was by way of prophecy.  

Alternatively, it alluded to the fact that although Abraham and Sarah were old, they produced 
offspring like a young man and young woman. 

And in Tosafot (Perek HaGozel Kama) it is written that on one side was inscribed ‘an old man and an 
old woman,’ etc., for actual images of people would be forbidden, since it is prohibited to make a 
human likeness. 
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